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OPENING HYMN  339 - Today Your Mercy Calls Us 
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INVOCATION 

 
Minister The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 

Congregation And also with you. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION 

 
M God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 

hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 

Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on me a sinner. 

 
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  

C  Amen.  

 

 

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 
 

M For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and 

joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
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M For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 

courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O 
Christ. 

 
 

M For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here 

their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 
 

M Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in 

your tender care: 

 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M Let us pray.  Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and 

follow after us that, loving you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every 

good and useful work; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON  Exodus 32:7-14 
The account of the Golden Calf illustrates humankind’s total depravity. At the same time, 
we see Moses pleading for Israel.  We, like Moses, plead for the lost rather than cheer 

their demise.
 

 
EXODUS 32:7

 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom 

you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. 
8
 They have been quick to turn away 

from what I commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a 
calf. They have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, 

O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’  

 
9
 “I have seen these people,” the LORD said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked 

people. 
10

 Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may 

destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.”  

 
11

 But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God. “O LORD,” he said, “why 

should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great 
power and a mighty hand? 

12
 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that 

he brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the 

earth’? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people.       
13

 Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own 

self: ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give 

your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.’ ” 
14

 Then the LORD relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened. 
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PSALM 51 Have Mercy on Me 
Words and Music by Rachel Braun 

 

The choir will sing the first refrain and the verses.  

The congregation is invited to join on all other refrains. 

 
 

I was sinful at my birth, from the time I was conceived. Yet you desired faith. 

Cleanse me, I will be clean; wash me whiter than snow. 

Let the bones you crushed rejoice. 

(ALL) Refrain 

 
Create in me a pure heart and renew a steadfast spirit. 

Do not take your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit to sustain me. 

(ALL) Refrain  

 

SECOND LESSON 1Timothy 1:12-17 
Today begins a series of readings from Paul’s letters to Pastor Timothy. Let us, like Paul, 

never forgot the grace shown to us that we might always be ready to love the lost with 

Christ’s seeking and forgiving love. 

 
1 TIMOTHY 1:12

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he 

considered me faithful, appointing me to his service. 
13

Even though I was once a 
blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in 

ignorance and unbelief. 
14

The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along 

with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.  
 
15

Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 
16

But for that very reason I was 

shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited 
patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life. 
17

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever 

and ever. Amen. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY 

 

 
 

 

GOSPEL  Luke 15:1-10 
The parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin describe not only the heavenly joy at a 

sinner’s repentance, but the priority placed on such a recovery mission.  

     
LUKE 15:1

Now the tax collectors and “sinners” were all gathering around to hear him. 
2
But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and 

eats with them.”  

 
3
Then Jesus told them this parable: 

4 
“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and 

loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the 

lost sheep until he finds it? 
5
And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 

6
and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with 

me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 
7
I tell you that in the same way there will be more 

rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons 
who do not need to repent. 

 
8
 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins

 
and loses one. Does she not light a lamp, 

sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 
9
And when she finds it, she calls 

her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost 
coin.’ 

10
In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God 

over one sinner who repents.” 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds: 

 
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 392 - Not unto Us 

 

 



[10] 

SERMON 

Hebrews 11:23-28 
 

Faith Lives with Character 

 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE NICENE CREED 
 
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

   eternally begotten of the Father, 

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

   begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

          Through him all things were made. 

          For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

   and became fully human. 

          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

          He suffered death and was buried. 

         On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

          He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

           We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

           We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

           We look for the resurrection of the dead 

   and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 

 
FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

Lord, You have called us to be a people of prayer, taught us to call You Father, and 

promised to answer the prayers of Your people mercifully. To this end, we come with the 
prayers, petitions and supplications of Your people in Jesus’ name. 

 

Brief silence 

 
We trust, O Lord, that You will grant us all things needful in their proper time, just as 

You have brought forth Your own Son in the fullness of time to be our Savior. Grant us 

patience and humility, that we may not despair or grow weary of waiting, but live by faith 
each day. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Speak, O Lord, the Word of Life and grant us the Holy Spirit, that we may hear and, 

hearing, believe. Raise up many who will speak Your Word to us: faithful church 
workers who will do Your bidding on our behalf, and missionaries who will bring hope 

and light to those who live in the shadow of death and the darkness of sin. Lord, in Your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

O Lord, hear us on behalf of those who exercise authority over us, who order us 

according to laws, who execute justice, and who defend us against our enemies. Bless our 
president, Congress, governor, legislature and all who make, administer and judge our 

laws. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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You have promised to be with us in every need and to grant us grace sufficient for all 

needs of body and soul. Be with [____________ and] all for whom we pray, that they 
may know the comfort of Your presence, healing from their ills, and strength to carry 

them through this time of trouble. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

You raised up Christ so that we may pass through death to our own joyful resurrection 
and to the great reunion with those who have died in Christ and now rest from their 

labors. Receive our thanks for all the saints and for their witness, and hear us on behalf of 

those who mourn the loss of those they love [especially ____________]. Bring us at last 
to the place of everlasting light and life, that we may see You face to face and live in 

Your presence forevermore. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
You have promised to supply us with all that we need and more. Give us generous hearts, 

that we may recognize the poor and needy and share Your abundance with them. Give us 

faithful hearts, that we may cheerfully supply the tithes and offerings through which Your 

work is done on earth and Your Church is supported. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 
 

All these things, O Lord, and whatever else we need, we pray You to grant us, for the 
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who died and rose again and even now lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, 

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins,  

 as we forgive those  

 who sin against us.   

Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours   

 now and forever.  Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 

 

 

PREFACE and PROPER PREFACES 
 
M The Lord be with you. 

 
 

M Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

M Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

M Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children 

and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power 

and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the 

throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 
body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 

 

M The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

 

 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ 

and with one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.  

Therefore, we ask that only those who are members of Calvary or churches within our fellowship 

come forward to receive the Lord’s Supper. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN  379 - Amazing Grace—How Sweet the Sound 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN  315 – Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face 
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THANKSGIVING 

 

THANK THE LORD 

 

 
 

 

PRAYER AND BLESSING 
 

M Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 

may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son 

may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and 

blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
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BLESSING 
 

M Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  

Live in harmony with one another.  
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

  

 

 

  

 

CLOSING HYMN  758 – Blest Are They 
 

Led by small group 
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After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors. 

 

 


